
Lipids: Steroids 
Steroids are characterized by a carbon skeleton consisting of four fused rings. Different steroids 
are distinguished by the chemical groups attached to these rings. 
 
Steroids serve a variety of functions, including acting as signaling molecules. 
 
Cholesterol is a crucial molecule in animals, as it is a common component in membranes. It is 
also the precursor from which other steroids are synthesized. 



 


